
The Forest Resource 

Nebraskaôs forest resources are unique, diverse, 

substantial and growing. 

¶ Ponderosa pine dominates the forests in the 

Panhandle of western Nebraska, including 

the Wildcat Hills in the central Panhandle 

and the Pine Ridge in the north.  

¶ Upland deciduous forests are present in the 

east along the Missouri and Nemaha Rivers. 

¶ In northern Nebraska, the Niobrara Valley 

contains an ecologically unique mix of 

ponderosa pine, eastern redcedar, central 

hardwood forest (oak and walnut) and 

remnants of the northern boreal forest 

(aspen and birch).  

¶ Riparian forests of cottonwood, elm and ash 

protect river and stream corridors throughout 

the state. 

¶ The current estimate of forest land area in 

Nebraska is 1.3 million acres, an increase of 

almost 300,000 acres since 1994.  

Forest Health Highlights 2015 

¶ Windbreaks, shelterbelts and narrow wooded 

riparian strips account for an additional 

423,000 acres of tree-covered land.  

¶ Community forests add 470,000 acres to the 

stateôs total forest resources.  

¶ In total 3.3 million acres of forested and treed 

land are present in the state. 

¶ Nebraskaôs forest land produces at least 1 

million net tons of wood each year, every 

year. 

¶ The forest land contains more than 40 million 

oven-dry tons of standing woody biomass. 

¶ The vast majority (87%) of this biomass is on 

privately owned land. 
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Pests and Problems of 
Concern in Nebraska in 
2015 

Scotch pine killed by pine wilt 

Diplodia blight 

Diplodia blight continued to kill and damage 

many pines in Nebraska in 2015 in both urban 

and rural landscapes. Mortality and damage was 

most common on Austrian and ponderosa pines.  

Austrian pines in decline from Diplodia blight 

Pine wilt 

Pine wilt continued to kill thousands of Scotch 

and Austrian pines in eastern and south-central 

Nebraska in 2015. The disease also occurred in 

scattered locations in the central and southwest-

ern parts of the state. Because of pine wilt, the 

Nebraska Forest Service no longer recommends 

using Scotch pine in long-term plantings. 

Ips beetles 

Ips beetles continued to cause damage in native 

ponderosa pine in western and north-central Ne-

braska, but caused less mortality and damage 

than in 2014 and 2013. The reduced damage 

was most likely because of reduced drought 

stress resulting from near normal precipitation in 

2014 and 2015 and because of better handling of 

slash piles after logging operations. Ips beetles 

also continued to cause mortality within and ad-

jacent to areas recently affected by wildfires. 

Ponderosa pines along the Snake River in Nebraska 

damaged and killed by Ips beetles 


