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Appendix A. Forest Legacy Program Assessment of Need
The Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act of 1978 provides authority for the U.S. Secretary of 
Agriculture to provide financial, technical, educational, and related assistance to states, communities, 
and private forestland owners. Section 1217 of Title XII of the Food, Agriculture, Conservation 
and Trade Act of 1990 (P.L. 101-624:104 stat.3359), referred to as the 1990 Farm Bill, amended the 
Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act to allow the Secretary to establish the Forest Legacy Program 
(FLP) to protect environmentally important forest areas that are threatened by conversion to non-
forest uses. The goal of the legislation was to protect scenic, cultural, fish, wildlife, water quality, and 
recreational resources. This authority continues indefinitely, and permitted the outright purchase of 
threatened forestland (or development rights via conservation easements) by federal agencies. This 
legislation was further amended in 1996 to allow state agencies to hold the title or easement on 
properties in the program. Through the 1996 Farm Bill (federal Agriculture Improvement and Reform 
Act of 1996; Public Law 104-127); Title III – Conservation; Subtitle G – Forestry; Section 374, Optional 
State Grant for FLP), the Secretary is authorized, at the request of a participating State, to make a 
grant to the state to carry out the FLP in the state, including the acquisition by the state of lands and 
interest in lands. For Nebraska to participate in the FLP, the NFS was identified by the Governor of 
Nebraska on April 10, 2000, to be the state agency to lead the Forest Legacy Program.
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The overall goals are the basis for implementing the FLP in Nebraska. Each goal serves as 
critical direction for the program. The general goal is to protect ecologically important 

forest systems in Nebraska. Priorities for protection include:

Protection of flora/fauna diversity a. Promote diversity of Nebraska’s forests and sustained productivity
b. Link working forests to the plant and animal diversity
c. Protect rare and important ecological systems

Protection of ecologically unique 
forest environs to include the eastern 
most extension of ponderosa pine 
forests in the United States

a. Protect seed source
b. Maintain landscape-scale blocks of ponderosa pine

Protection of significant riparian 
forest

a. Protect threatened riparian forest in urban areas
b. Protect biologically unique landscape found around Nebraska’s 

rivers and streams

Connectivity of other conservation 
lands

a. Link protected forests both private and public
b. Build connectivity to conservation lands
c. Protection of wildlife, wildlife habitat and threatened and 

endangered species
d. Protect rare species both flora and fauna
e. Promote forest management that provides quality wildlife habitat 

enhancement
f. Promote wildlife corridors especially around communities and 

critical habitat

Protection of forested parcels 
in danger of conversion or 
parcelization

a. Protect forests in and around communities to help connect people 
with trees

b. Provide outdoor classroom opportunities in forest environments

Protection of unique geologic areas 
including minerals and fossil beds

a. Provide protection for unique geologic sites for education, 
recreation and outreach

Protection of cultural resources 
including historic sites

a. Protect historic sites and cultural sites
b. Provide access to important sites when appropriate
c. Protection of forest-based recreation
d. Provide public access when possible
e. Increase public awareness through forest education and use of 

these sites

Protection of water resources a. Protect riparian forest function

Protection of soil productivity a. Protect highly erodible soils

Forest Products and timber 
production

a. Promote economic value of the forest resources
b. Protect working forest economic value
c. Link working forest areas

Nebraska’s Forest Legacy Assessment of Need may be viewed in its entirety at the following website: 
https://nfs.unl.edu/documents/ForestLegacyAssessmentofNeed2017.pdf



198   |   Nebraska State Forest Action Plan 2020

Appendix B. Eastern Redcedar in Nebraska Issue Paper 
Taking a collaborative approach, in 2013 the members of the Nebraska Conservation Roundtable 
came together to develop a vision for addressing the rapidly expanding population of cedar in 
Nebraska, define the extent of the problems, determine the opportunities cedar presents, and identify 
specific actions to achieve this vision. Roundtable partners envision a future where:

CARET-RIGHT Grasslands and pastures are managed in ways that reduce cedar populations to improve grass 
health, vigor and resilience, enhance and conserve native wildlife habitat in grasslands, and 
protect species diversity at the landscape scale;

CARET-RIGHT forests containing cedar are managed to enhance timber quality and economic value of all 
species, increase plant and wildlife diversity within forests, enhance forest ecological resilience 
and function, and reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfire; and

CARET-RIGHT cedar is a valuable tree species on the Nebraska landscape, with multiple and profitable markets 
for its wood, contributing to landowner income, job creation and economic development.

The Conservation Roundtable’s Issue Paper No. 1 can be viewed in its entirety at the following 
website: https://nfs.unl.edu/documents/EasternRedcedarNebraska-2016.pdf 
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Appendix C. Further Reading 
Forestry Best Management Practices for Nebraska
The NFS encourages landowners to prepare forest management plans for their woodland areas. 
Preparing a management plan is a good way to clarify goals, provide direction, and schedule 
management activities for the woodland. Guidelines must be applied to specific sites with common 
sense and flexibility.

Sometimes field situations will need to be interpreted, and on-the-ground activities need to be 
designed by a forester or other natural resources professional. Flexibility and the ability to modify 
guidelines to suit local conditions are also needed to effectively apply these practices.

Most activities involving the actual management of forestland are included within these best 
management practices. Other actions such as land clearing, land leveling, and construction, which 
might take place in or around forested areas are not included. These activities are considered land-
use conversion rather than woodland management.

Nebraska’s Forestry best management practices can be found at the following web address: 
https://nfs.unl.edu/documents/ruralforestry/NebraskaBMP.pdf 

Nebraska Community Wildfire Protection Plans 
A Community Wildfire Protection Plan gathers together a community’s resources to enhance wildfire 
mitigation and preparedness. The document identifies the steps a community can take to reduce its 
risk of damage from wildfires. Every CWPP has two key steps: It identifies and prioritizes wildfire risk 
areas within and adjacent to the community; It identifies measures needed to mitigate those risks, and 
it creates a plan of action to implement these measures.

To review the current and proposed plans in Nebraska, please visit the following web address: https://
nfs.unl.edu/community-wildfire-protection-plan 

Nebraska Natural Legacy Project: Revision of the Tier 1 and Tier 2 Lists of Species of Greatest 
Conservation Need
Nebraska’s current State Wildlife Action Plan (Schneider et al. 2011) was approved by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) in 2011. One of the federal requirements for a State Wildlife Action Plan 
(SWAP) is that it identifies Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN) within the state. In Nebraska, 
the SGCN list is divided into two tiers. Tier 1 species are those that are globally or nationally most at 
risk of extinction and which occur in Nebraska. Tier 2 species are typically those that are not at risk 
from a global or national perspective but are rare or imperiled within Nebraska. Tier 1 species are a 
higher priority and more research and conservation efforts are focused on these species. These lists 
are used to help prioritize conservation planning and actions and do not have legal or regulatory 
ramifications. By focusing conservation efforts on Tier 1 and 2 species, Nebraska can help prevent 
future state/federal listing as threatened or endangered, help recover currently listed species, and 
ensure that these species remain a part of the flora and fauna of Nebraska.

More information can be obtained by contacting the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission or 
visiting this web address: http://outdoornebraska.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/NE-SWAP-SGCN-
Revision-Supplemental-Document-2018-Final_edited-1.pdf 
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