
Ponderosa Pine (Pinus ponderosa)

Ponderosa pine is native to northwest and northcentral 
Nebraska. Needles are grouped in threes, and sometimes 
pairs, 5 to 10 inches long. Cones are 3 to 6 inches long 
and each scale is armed with a sharp recurved spine. It 
can withstand prolonged drought and is the best pine to 
use on severe sites. It is best used in east and south inside 
rows of windbreaks. 

Zimmerman pine moths and Sphaeropsis (Diplodia) 
blight can be serious problems and can kill or deform 
trees if not controlled. Pine tip moths can stunt growth 
by killing branch tips and Dothistroma needle blight can 
occasionally cause defoliation if not controlled. 

20 Years:
18-30

Maturity:
35-55

Within Rows:
16-20

Between Rows:
12-24

Native to Zone
Non-Native to Zone
Not Recommended for Zone
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