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Safety and PPE
I hope you all are using PPE when operating any equipment or power
tools. With the current wildfire situation, I write this to remind you to
have a fire extinguisher on every piece of equipment and in every
truck. Each work site should have fire suppression tools - at least a
shovel or two and a small utility sprayer with at least 25-30 gallons of
water wouldn't be a bad idea. You know the ones that sit on an ATV
that many use for spraying herbicide on weeds in the ditch? That can
be enough water to slow a fire when it starts. Many states requre
spark arrestors during 'fire season' - well let's expand that to anyday
it's not raining (smiley face). 

Industry Thoughts/Quotes: 

News and quotes about the industry and utilization... Excerpts
from the articles that caught my eye and if indicate a common
theme I'll recap below. [Words in square brackets are
summaries of adjacent text or background info]. (Links are
provided should you want to read the entire thing.)

Ponderosa Pine Utilization Summit
The final Ponderosa Pine Summit Action Plan. Please read and
act when and where you can. Share it widely within your
networks. Keep this in the back of your mind - concepts and
actions can be related to any other species.
The US Endowment for Forestry and Communities is taking
these ideas a step further, i.e. not just Ponderosa Pine or
softwoods. With the closure of pilp and paper mills in the East
and South the forest products indistry is hurting nationwide. To
that end teh Endowment is inviting a broad cross-section of
entities and individuals to the Markets Matter Convening in
Madison, Wisconson on May 19-21. I will be there representing
not only Nebraska but as the Chair of the Council of Western
State Foresters Forest Products Committee. Looking forward to

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/westernforesters.org/sites/default/files/PPUSOutcomesActions.pdf__;!!PvXuogZ4sRB2p-tU!FIdjqwe47ktdkRIuH31ko7sozBFvPwelWqQKw9wPWm726bLz6P81LLhtGDa-PrtwPvUEFPjl3-Sp78unqW2u_30$


working with other professionals on avenues to market
destinations to utilize what should come out of our forests so
they are healthier, resilient and less prone to ecosystem
catastrophic fires

NEW TIMBER BUYER, PROCESSOR, CONTRACTOR AND
MAKER LIST OPPORTUNITY.
Add your business with details on what you buy or what you
process, or both! Contractors, sawmills, loggers, builders –
anyone involved in forest and range management and potential
merchantable material.
So many businesses on the old list no longer had working
phone numbers or that were no longer around, that we decided
to just start from scratch.
The resulting list will be linked to a map for ease of Nebraskans
to find someone local to harvest their trees and make
something from them. When you enter your information you
can stipulate how far you will travel from your base location for
jobs.
Here’s the directory.
Here’s the form to add your business.

Want to talk utilization, urban wood, biochar or market
ideas?  Give Kim a call or drop an email (both at bottom of
newsletter)

Utilization Events and Resources

Grant News
The USDA Forest Service released teh Notice of Funding
Opportunities for funding from the Wood Innovations programs.
Applications are due April 22, 2026. You must have a Systems for
Awards Management (SAM.gov) account, and Grants.gov where all
applications have to be submitted. Todd Gardiner is the Wood

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/92e5fe79326b4a618218246853bf4079/
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/1e10cae543f24abba4ea141edbe1ee7e


Innovations Program Manager for us in the Rocky Mountain Region.
Reach out with questions and ideas if you have an interest in applying
for funding. There must be a strong connection to utilizing woody
biomass for healthier and reselient forests. He can give you a
perpsective if your idea will be competetive nationally. He can be
reached at 970-210-9103 or todd.gardiner@usda.gov  
Learn more about the Wood Innovations Funding Programs.

Events
April -sawmill demonstration at the Greenwood Cemetery in York.
Likely the latter part of either the week of 6th or 13th, parts of 2 days.
Watch social media and York News Times for date and time.
Greenwood recieved a grant from the NFS Urban and Community side,
to remove some hazard trees and put in replacement trees. A couple
fo the large pin oak logs were kept back for a demo. Come prepared
to take a board, plank or slab home. Might be able to cut to order.

Arbor Day celebration in Blair for sure will have the sawmill. Event is
April 23rd and will start at 5:30 pm at Black Elk Neihardt Park. Check
social media for more details.

June 18 City Sprouts in Omaha Biochar Talk in the evening. Field
workshop day will be in September. Watch City Sprouts social media
for details.

Building up
We are working on Forestry Contractor/Industry Workshops - please
let me know of any specific topics you would like to learn more about.
Delimbers? Cut-to-length systems on a smaller scale?
Exporting? General business? Or topics you want covered in Timber
Talk. Contact info at bottom.
If we have a utilization industry, then land management costs go
down, a resource is utilized, then the forest (resource), landowner and
contractor get a better deal.

BIOCHAR FROM HANDPILES! No equipment needed, though a
hand rake is a good idea.
USFS just publised a how-to document - (PDF)
 
 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation
https://research.fs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2024-03/rmrs-biochar_handpiles_web.pdf


Different Products – New Markets

Ever have an idea for a wood product you haven’t seen in
production? Let’s chat about it. Give Kim a call/email!

Looking to network? Help each other with ideas? We don't
need to recreate the wheel. There are enough removals to
grow the wood utilization space with more creators, more
processors, more loggers....

The "Wood is Good" File

Linden log paritally milled
slabs and boards from a

Linden tree log, sawmill and
church in background

I get calls periodically that someone is taking down x number
of trees and do I know of a market, or just someone that
would be interested in them. If you want me to pass your
name along, please drop me an email with contact
information.

Linden milled at church
A Linden damaged in the May 2024 wind storm was milled at the end
of the year and has been stacked and drying. I encourage you to talk
up any local mills to folks loosing trees to new buildings, crop field

expnasion or storms.
  

 



Timber Sales

We are developing a webpage that would have sales and where
hazardous fuels / forest stand improvement projects are
occurring to facilitate the utilization of all material being
removed from our forests. This would allow anyone with 1 tree
to hundreds of acres to get the word out. Please email or call
Kim to share your input on this effort. Timber Talk would
continue to have formal timber sales listed.

 

 

A Tree’s best life is when it’s upright,
green, and growing.

When that life is over, give it a 2nd life.
As a forest product.

Kim Slezak, Forest Products Specialist
kslezak2@unl.edu 402-429-6931
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