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Exports
Found the number of countries our forest products and raw material goes to was
interesting. Where in Nebraska are we making veneer, plywood and engineered
wood products? Or what else falls into that category in the Economic Census?





 



Industry Thoughts/Quotes: 

News and quotes about the industry and utilization... Excerpts from the articles that
caught my eye and if indicate a common theme I'll recap below. [Words in square
brackets are summaries of adjacent text or background info]. (Links are provided
should you want to read the entire thing.)

Visit to American Walnut Company
In late September, the Great Plains Society of American Foresters Chapter visited
the American Walnut Company in St Joseph, Missouri as part of our annual
workshop and business meeting.
My biggest take-away was that we will be adding another walnut grade to the
inventories we conduct for Nebraskan landowners. Decades ago, there was much
advice to landowners to plant walnut plantations that would return wonderful
dividends to the landowner in the future such as a harvest paying for their child’s
college education or be a boost to their retirement. Well, we all know that the cost of
a college education has ballooned beyond the imagination, as have the cost of living
overall.



While many landowners followed through on pruning and thinning of their plantations
and did (or will) benefit from one or more walnut harvests that will include veneer
and high grade lumber logs. Others did not do the pruning or thinning and have
stands of great wildlife trees with too many branches and not enough girth to make
low lumber grade, let alone veneer grade. NFS started grading those trees as craft
wood, for many small mom and pop sawmills can make slabs and small boards from
those logs.
But after visiting American Walnut Company, we will be including gun stock grade.
We won’t necessarily be advocating a harvest just because there is gun stock grade
on the property, but this provides more possibilities and more information for
potential bidders.

   Gun stock logs  

   
 Gun stock blanks
Makers of gun stocks are looking for figure in the wood (patterns in the grain) which
often forms in branch crotches and twisted limbs.
As always if you have any questions or want a site visit to evaluate your woods for
management and potential revenue, please do not hesitate to reach out. Contact



info at end of newsletter.

Ponderosa Pine Utilization Summit
The Council of Western State Foresters (CWSF) Forest Products Committee (FPC)
in collaboration with the Forest Stewardship Guild, Hardigg Consulting hosted a
Ponderosa Pine Utilization Summit just weeks ago in Flagstaff, Arizona in
partnership with the United States Forest Service. Flagstaff is located in the largest
Ponderosa pine forest in the world and is also the home of Northern Arizona
University, my alma mater.
It was a working summit with the 129 attendees brainstorming on ways Ponderosa
pine (PIPO) may be lifted beyond its seemingly low value to pay itself out of the
woods during forest management and hazardous fuels reduction activities.

Included was a tour of the Restoration Forest
Products, LLC plant in Bellemont, just west
of Flagstaff. No studs here, all one-by
material. Cutoffs for length have found a
destination as wine bottle boxes at a
California winery.  
A report will follow, with my main takeaway
being close to my takeaway from a
Hardwood Summit I attended in 2024. As a
group we must educate and inform that
wood products far surpass the oil based
alternatives that have infiltrated the markets in the last few decades.
It’s not just PIPO that needs markets and utilization to pay its way – it’s all woody
biomass we are dealing with here in Nebraska.  Have a new product or market idea?
Let’s talk.

NEW TIMBER BUYER, PROCESSOR, CONTRACTOR AND MAKER LIST
OPPORTUNITY.
Add your business with details on what you buy or what you process, or both!
Contractors, sawmills, loggers, builders – anyone involved in forest and range
management and potential merchantable material.
So many businesses on the old list no longer had working phone numbers or that
were no longer around, that we decided to just start from scratch.
The resulting list will be linked to a map for ease of Nebraskans to find someone
local to harvest their trees and make something from them. When you enter your
information you can stipulate how far you will travel from your base location for jobs.
Here’s the directory.
Here’s the form to add your business.

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/92e5fe79326b4a618218246853bf4079/
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/1e10cae543f24abba4ea141edbe1ee7e


Want to talk urban wood in general?  Give Kim a call or drop an email (both at
bottom of newsletter)

Utilization Events and Resources

 

Watch for a Samill Workshop Announcement after 1st of the year!

And let me know things you really want to know about milling so we can cover

them.

 
Grant News

Keep watching, the USDA Forest Service is expecting to SOON begin accepting
applications for funding from the Wood Innovations programs. Todd Gardiner is the
Wood Innovations Program Manager for us in the Rocky Mountain Region. Reach

out with questions and ideas if you have an interest in applying for funding. He can
be reached at 970-210-9103 or todd.gardiner@usda.gov

Learn more about the Wood Innovations Funding Programs.

Building up

We are working on Forestry Contractor/Industry Workshops - please let me

know of any specific topics you would like to learn more about. Delimbers?

Cut-to-length systems on a smaller scale? Exporting? General business? Or

topics you want covered in Timber Talk. Contact info at bottom.

https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation/grants


If we have a utilization industry, then land management costs go down, a

resource is utilized, then the forest (resource), landowner and contractor get a

better deal.

BIOCHAR FROM HANDPILES! No equipment needed, though a hand rake is a good idea.
USFS just publised a how-to document - (PDF)

 
 

Different Products – New Markets

Ever have an idea for a wood product you haven’t seen in production? Let’s chat
about it. Give Kim a call/email!

Looking to network? Help each other with ideas? We don't need to recreate the
wheel. There are enough removals to grow the wood utilization space with more
creators, more processors, more loggers....

The "Wood is Good" File

https://research.fs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2024-03/rmrs-biochar_handpiles_web.pdf


Milling at Horning Demonstration Forest
A walnut tree had to come down for safety reasons - there was some rot in the butt log, but uppers were
looking good as we milled them up. One office will get a book case, and we'll see what else is made. Be
sure you stack green wood to air dry properly using lathe, 3/4" sq stock or in this case landscape stakes
were handy for 'stickers' to allow air flow between the layers. This is inside an old corn crib so plenty of air
movement. If you stack in a garage or basement (enclosed space) a fan may be needed. If outside, cover
the top with metal or sacrificail plywood with weights on the ends. Our last boards here had pallets placed
across the top stickers for weight to lessen changes of twist and warp in the slabs.
 

Timber Sales

No sales known at this time.

We are developing a webpage that would have sales and where hazardous fuels /
forest stand improvement projects are occurring to facilitate the utilization of all
material being removed from our forests. This would allow anyone with 1 tree to
hundreds of acres to get the word out. Please email or call Kim to share your input
on this effort. Timber Talk would continue to have formal timber sales listed.

 



 

A Tree’s best life is when it’s upright, green, and
growing.

When that life is over, give it a 2nd life.
As a forest product.

Kim Slezak, Forest Products Specialist
kslezak2@unl.edu 402-429-6931
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