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Industry Thoughts/Quotes: 

News and quotes about the industry and utilization... Excerpts from the articles that caught my eye and if
indicate a common theme I'll recap below. [Words in square brackets are summaries of adjacent text or
background info]. (Links are provided should you want to read the entire thing.)

NEW TIMBER BUYER, PROCESSOR, CONTRACTOR AND MAKER LIST OPPORTUNITY.
Add your business with details on what you buy or what you process, or both! Contractors, sawmills,
loggers, builders – anyone involved in forest and range management and potential merchantable
material.
So many businesses on the old list no longer had working phone numbers or that were no longer around,
that we decided to just start from scratch.
The resulting list will be linked to a map for ease of Nebraskans to find someone local to harvest their



trees and make something from them. When you enter your information you can stipulate how far you
will travel from your base location for jobs.
Here’s the directory.
Here’s the form to add your business.

Want to talk urban wood in general?  Give Kim a call or drop an email (both at bottom of newsletter)

Utilization Events and Resources

 

Watch for a Samill Workshop Announcement after 1st of the year! And let me know

things you really want to know about milling so we can cover them.

 
Grant News

During National Forest Products Week (Oct 19 – 25), the USDA Forest Service is expecting to begin accepting applications for
funding from the Wood Innovations programs. Todd Gardiner is the Wood Innovations Program Manager for us in the Rocky

Mountain Region. Reach out with questions and ideas if you have an interest in applying for funding. He can be reached at 970-
210-9103 or todd.gardiner@usda.gov

Learn more about the Wood Innovations Funding Programs.

PONDEROSA PINE UTILIZATION SUMMITT - November 18-20, 2025

In beautiful Flagstaff, Arizona (in the middle of largest Ponderosa pine forest in the world).

Info and Registration. Kim is the Vice-Chair of the CWSF Forest Products Committee

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/92e5fe79326b4a618218246853bf4079/
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/1e10cae543f24abba4ea141edbe1ee7e
https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation/grants
https://www.westernforesters.org/events/ponderosa-pine-utilization-summit


Building up

We are working on Forestry Contractor/Industry Workshops - please let me know of any specific



topics you would like to learn more about. Delimbers? Cut-to-length systems on a smaller scale?

Exporting? General business? Or topics you want covered in Timber Talk. Contact info at bottom.

If we have a utilization industry, then land management costs go down, a resource is

utilized, then the forest (resource), landowner and contractor get a better deal.

BIOCHAR FROM HANDPILES! No equipment needed, though a hand rake is a good idea.
USFS just publised a how-to document - (PDF)

 
 

Different Products – New Markets

Ever have an idea for a wood product you haven’t seen in production? Let’s chat about it. Give Kim a
call/email!

At Husker Harvest Days we made 2 mortise & tenon benches with a chainsaw. Slightly
rustic and simple. Thanks again to O-Neill Wood Resources on Old Potash Highway for
the logs used in our demo. Benches from maple, not the optimum but still work if under
cover or you seal with your favorite product.

Looking to network? Help each other with ideas? We don't need to recreate the wheel. There are enough
removals to grow the wood utilization space with more creators, more processors, more loggers....

https://research.fs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2024-03/rmrs-biochar_handpiles_web.pdf


The "Wood is Good" File

Other woods:

We also milled Sycamore at Husker Harvest Days. (images above)

Uses: Sycamore is used principally for lumber, veneer and railroad crossties. Sycamore lumber is used for furniture, Cabinetry, boxes (particularly

small food containers), pallets, flooring, handles, Guitar/instrument building, and butcher's blocks. Veneer is used for fruit and vegetable baskets,

decorative panels and door

skins.

Physical Properties: The wood has fine texture and interlocked grain. It shrinks moderately in drying. Sycamore wood is moderately heavy

(35lbs./cu.ft.), moderately hard, moderately stiff, moderately strong, and has good resistance to shock. This is one of our locally grown North American

species. In order to be stable the wood must be quarter sawn. Sycamore trees can grow to be one of the biggest domestic timbers in North America

and are often left to grow to full maturity because the wood is very difficult to split for firewood and many sawmills don’t quarter saw.

Sycamore produces beautiful quarter sawn lumber in a color range from light tan to an orange brown.

*Beautiful underappreciated domestic timber

*Good for high-end furniture and cabinetry

*Has become more appreciated as a tonewood

*Displays a lace pattern on the quarter

From Bonesteel Portable Sawmill & Molding, LLC

Timber Sales

https://bonesteelmillandmolding.com/pb/wp_9d523bbf/wp_9d523bbf.html#Sycamore


We are developing a webpage that would have sales and where hazardous fuels / forest stand
improvement projects are occurring to facilitate the utilization of all material being removed from our
forests. This would allow anyone with 1 tree to hundreds of acres to get the word out. Please email or
call Kim to share your input on this effort. Timber Talk would continue to have formal timber sales listed.

 

 

A Tree’s best life is when it’s upright, green, and growing.
When that life is over, give it a 2nd life.

As a forest product.



Kim Slezak, Forest Products Specialist
kslezak2@unl.edu 402-429-6931
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