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Economic Reports

Changes a’foot

The first thing subscribers have been seeing in Timber Talk for a long time is the Hardwood

Market Report (HMR) commentary and quarterly prices for hardwoods common to Nebraska.

 In the summer of 2023, Fastmarkets acquired HMR. They are now offering 3 other market

reports in addition to HMR and the price jumped from $345 to over $1100. When NFS was

approached regarding the subscription renewal, I shared our agreement with HMR to quote

from their report in Timber Talk and asked if it could continue. The question was escalated to

the top, which is in London. They also asked HMR staff if such an agreement was made –

longevity at the company went back to the mid-1990’s. They reported to Fastmarkets that it

didn’t exist. (Our agreement was made in 1984.) When they came back with potential lawsuit

for past copyright infringement, we dropped the subscription.

Timber Talk will now share known hardwood timber sale prices obtained from landowners or

contractors in Nebraska and Missouri Department of Natural Resources is sharing their data.

Forest Economics in Missouri ~ Timber Price Trends is published quarterly. Not every sale is

listed, there must be a minimum of 3 reports of a specific species/product combination for it

to be added to the list. It includes state sales and private land sales if information is



known/reported. Maximum and minimum prices offered to timber owners are affected by the

following unknown factors:  The quality and size distribution of timber; the accessibility, i.e.

was it close to good roads and/or what was the haul distance to the mill; topography of the

units.

The Missouri data is stumpage versus the HMR figures which are “FOB … point average

market prices for well manufactured … hardwoods in truckload and greater quantities.” So,

our change in prices reported here is not apples to apples, but it is felt that nearby stumpage

is more relevant to Nebraska Landowners and businesses. I will continue to watch for other

data that may be beneficial to Timber Talk subscribers.

Hardwood

Softwood







Industry Thoughts/Quotes: 

News and quotes about the industry and utilization... Excerpts from the articles that caught my eye
and if indicate a common theme I'll recap below. [Words in square brackets are summaries of
adjacent text or background info]. (Links are provided should you want to read the entire thing.)

Wood Industry Association Scholarship
Know a student currently studying or interested in studying woodworking in college? “Every year, we
award scholarships to college students pursuing studies in wood technology, machinery, and related
fields. To date, the Wood Industry Association and former WMIA Education Foundation have awarded
over $551,000 to 298 students. Scholarship applications are accepted from September through
January.”
Go to https://woodindustry.org/page/scholarship for all details and link to applying online.

WATCH FOR NEW TIMBER BUYER, PROCESSOR, CONTRACTOR AND MAKER LIST
OPPORTUNITY

Add your business with details on what you buy or what you process, or both! Contractors, sawmills,
loggers, builders – anyone involved in forest and range management and potential merchantable
material. The University of Nebraska is putting a new revamped entity wide website framework live on
December 15.

So many businesses on the old list no longer had working phone numbers or that were no longer
around, that we decided to just start from scratch. The resulting list will be linked to a map for ease of
Nebraskans to find someone local to harvest their trees and make something from them. When you
enter your information you can stipulate how far you will travel from your base location for jobs.
 

BTW: Someone told me today that they used to get Timber Talk and had not re-signed up since had
to sign up every year.

No longer a thing. I won't purge the list . If your email bounces multiple times I will remove it.
Please share with other businesses or individuals interested in working with forest products or forest

management.

Utilization Events and Resources

Funding USFS Wood Innovations Grant, Community Wood Grant, and Wood
Products Infrastructure Assistance Grant are open for applications.  Projects that tie
into directly increasing wood/biomass removal and utilization from NFS, Tribal and

https://woodindustry.org/page/scholarship
https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation
https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation


other forests rank better than others. They do not funded any portable equipment.
Link is here. Deadlines quickly approaching.

Virtual or Live Training

When: January 23, 2025  |  9:00am – 4:00pm

Location: Live online and live in-person at the World Forestry Center in Portland, Oregon 

Co-located with Mapping The Course Conference, Jan 21-23, 2025*. (Mapping the Course will mainly
focus on private and federal land issues in the Pacific Northwest.)

Cost of Registration for the Business of Forest Products one-day workshop: In-person registration:
$550 Virtual registration: $500

  *Cross-Registration: $50 discount available if an attendee registers for both BOFP & MTC. Starting
January 9th price increases by an additional $50. 

 Registration fee includes Lunch & Beverages. A digital Course Workbook containing notes and
information for each workshop topic.

Register by visiting the Mapping The Course 2025 webpage

BIOCHAR FROM HANDPILES! No equipment needed, though a hand rake is a good idea. USFS just publised
a how-to document:
https://www.fs.usda.gov/research/rmrs/understory/making-biochar-hand-built-piles

Publications
We developed several factsheets for various industries and how biochar can be incorporated – for
example to change one ingredient of concrete to a renewable resource. NEW is a how-to interpret
biochar analysis report. There is one on biochar in ag applications in Spanish.
Find them on NFS website: go.unl.edu/biochar until December 15. New direct link will be in next issue
after new framework goes live. After December 15: go to http://nfs.unl.edu hover over Forest
Management in the menu and click on Forest Products Utilization then Biochar on the right.

BIOCHAR SAMPLES (still) WANTED (from an email recieved)
The following is a joint message from the US Biochar Initiative and the USDA Agricultural Research Service and

https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation
https://maps.app.goo.gl/3guRzG1MptA6wXyHA
https://www.westernforestry.org/events/2025-mapping-the-course/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/research/rmrs/understory/making-biochar-hand-built-piles
https://go.unl.edu/biochar
http://nfs.unl.edu/


National Resources Conservation Service teams about expanding the Biochar Atlas project to support US
producers and distributors.

Hello,
 
The US Biochar Initiative and USDA Agricultural Research Service (ARS) seek your assistance to help build a
stronger biochar industry. We request samples of your biochar that will be analyzed by USDA ARS scientists
according to International Biochar Initiative testing protocols. Results from these analyses would be provided to
you and then may be incorporated into the national Biochar Atlas tool which is currently under development. 
 
Your participation in this process will:

Help grow awareness of biochar among agricultural producers
Support development of the Biochar Atlas, a biochar decision-support tool
Help improve biochar laboratory analysis methods
Provide you with FREE biochar analytical data completed by USDA ARS

We encourage interested US producers to contact Rachel Basheieri, Biological Science Technician at USDA
ARS, to arrange sample shipments: rachel.baschieri@usda.gov or +1 (541) 738-4168. 

About the Biochar Atlas

The Biochar Atlas is an online biochar decision support tool being developed by USDA Agricultural Research
Service (ARS) to expand information access about biochar and biochar producers to US agricultural producers.
The website for this tool is currently under development, but it will be modeled on the existing Pacific Northwest
Biochar Atlas. The Biochar Atlas is an on-going collaboration between the USDA ARS, and the US Biochar
Initiative, American Farmland Trust, Oregon State University and Washington State University.

History of the Biochar Atlas

The project began as the regional Pacific Northwest Biochar Atlas decision support tool for growers applying
biochar. The National Resource Conservation Service is funding the expansion of the Atlas to support
implementation of NRCS Practice Standard 336 which provides cost share to apply biochar as a soil
amendment to increase soil carbon content.

USBI, in collaboration with our ARS partners are now working to expand the Biochar Atlas to support the entire
United States focusing on the effectiveness of different biochars for meeting site-specific crop and soil
needs. The tool is designed to guide growers to regional biochar producers who can supply effective biochars.
Participation in this tool may help drive revenue as part of your go-to-market strategy.

 

Your Help is Critical

mailto:Rachel.Baschieri@usda.gov
mailto:rachel.baschieri@usda.gov
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uA9XEDul98Kwf90uuK4BsJh1X3df1_7cqwG8qddoFN4oIJxuwzpgHouP8VesRnaf4zUYc1vmt60tXDCoHp__Hsj0dX_X3EfD0Q7r4vQH4ez_bUZqh3Wx-tOpNyzVt6BDjTVMiSR2Vq7nHqWkDgSmSA==&c=quimAB1FTELfjDWFhQ_9PCu2CQ3Om5LKqiSaRlOyJidjS2MNcrPTLg==&ch=QoQsIDVj17BljFXJHsWwCzOJ0wZqm-wHYvHpMcl6bKff9mZVC5fsSw==__;!!PvXuogZ4sRB2p-tU!Ba9qRtx9acNwGX8G7MQUO_IxeWNUkP1Sjau04iSVGMr_niO3XdatYkEbGAT51NFJTKHVhazWuAX79VP3eZBUO8k$
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To grow the Biochar Atlas we are requesting physical biochar samples from all biochar producers across the
United States creating biochars from a range of feedstocks using different production technologies. (This
program is only available for biochar produced in the US and qualified territories.)

For each raw biochar sample, USDA ARS laboratory technicians will conduct physiochemical analysis to classify
the product according to the International Biochar Initiative (IBI) Classification System which includes carbon
storage value, fertilizer value, liming value, and particle size distribution, and other parameters in the table image
below.

The results of these sample analyses are not intended to be directly applicable toward USDA or IBI certification.
Instead, these analyses will be conducted to include product data in our database and for making biochar
product/application recommendations to users of the Biochar Atlas, and to provide data to US biochar suppliers.
At this time, we are requesting physical samples, and authorization to analyze those samples according to the
methods listed below. Before any sample analysis data is incorporated into the Biochar Atlas website we will
request further authorization from you.

There is no fee to participate in this program beyond the cost of sample shipping. The laboratory analysis of your
biochar is free and results will be provided to you. Additionally, we offer a free consultation to discuss
analysis/classification results with you, and no data will be included in the Biochar Atlas tool without future
authorization from you.

Sample collection instructions and delivery details found here:
http://www.pnwbiochar.org/home/submit_sample/

Do not delay! Join in this opportunity now. Contact Rachel Baschieri, +1 (541) 738-4168, to arrange sample
delivery for inclusion in this important Biochar Atlas program.

We appreciate your participation and look forward to building the biochar industry in the US with your assistance.

Different Products – New Markets

Ever have an idea for a wood product you haven’t seen in production? Let’s chat about it. Give Kim a
call/email!

Have you seen the coconut fiber discs and mats for weed control around trees? Some of the NRDs
are using them and they are at Home Depot and Lowes. Why not make these from what is now 
‘waste’ in piles from management projects. NFS is working with IANR Food Processing Center which
had a binder for a project and is testing it as a binder for weed mulch disc with shredded cedar and
hardwood. We could have a new forest product that could replace the imported coconut fiber mulch
discs in the near future. Let's talk if you want to produce the product! Assembly workflow is not yet
determined.

The "Wood is Good" File

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uA9XEDul98Kwf90uuK4BsJh1X3df1_7cqwG8qddoFN4oIJxuwzpgHouP8VesRnaf0Wxhxj9u_-iP29ko5bn0vxcj0BB6ZqRnq-BIXt-4F2VNeFf-1gmQYAFUosyZ4UbFHWuob3iK2T9zXDXnhrtDCW_4S4ljXEOyKU3fIf6HnfHuHCR3LnKAH3FdCjuvYUmprlP3mEZ7iZmcbjVBvMxJfA==&c=quimAB1FTELfjDWFhQ_9PCu2CQ3Om5LKqiSaRlOyJidjS2MNcrPTLg==&ch=QoQsIDVj17BljFXJHsWwCzOJ0wZqm-wHYvHpMcl6bKff9mZVC5fsSw==__;!!PvXuogZ4sRB2p-tU!Ba9qRtx9acNwGX8G7MQUO_IxeWNUkP1Sjau04iSVGMr_niO3XdatYkEbGAT51NFJTKHVhazWuAX79VP3qEv1Jvk$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uA9XEDul98Kwf90uuK4BsJh1X3df1_7cqwG8qddoFN4oIJxuwzpgHouP8VesRnafGTsmo7aWYVxwZ7BUgSfX6NkLaFYqsq-yxVSZEfINprCyr1cx-mjL_Pozj2E8ggT7GypyWm9nLY9O5gSljpHEhJramIA6qTLxbbozsfgaU_O3j-oJKqPPQA==&c=quimAB1FTELfjDWFhQ_9PCu2CQ3Om5LKqiSaRlOyJidjS2MNcrPTLg==&ch=QoQsIDVj17BljFXJHsWwCzOJ0wZqm-wHYvHpMcl6bKff9mZVC5fsSw==__;!!PvXuogZ4sRB2p-tU!Ba9qRtx9acNwGX8G7MQUO_IxeWNUkP1Sjau04iSVGMr_niO3XdatYkEbGAT51NFJTKHVhazWuAX79VP3F3tR82U$
mailto:Rachel.Baschieri@usda.gov


US Army Timber Shelters Built to Withstand 250-Year Earthquakes
- https://woodcentral.com.au/us-army-timber-shelters-built-to-withstand-250-year-earthquakes/
"A new product, known as 'Advanced Cross Laminated Timber', is using highly accessible and
affordable species of timber reinforced with biomass from the aviation industry to create 'battle-ready'
installations"
          Closer to home NFS is working with UNL Architecture Professor Jason Griffiths in studying the
possibility of Eastern Red Cedar and Ponderosa Pine CLT to be made from Nebraska forests and
rangelands.

Timber Sales

We are developing a webpage that would have sales and where hazardous fuels / forest stand
improvement projects are occurring to facilitate the utilization of all material being removed from our
forests. This would allow anyone with 1 tree to hundreds of acres to get the word out. Please email or
call Kim to share your input on this effort. Timber Talk would continue to have formal timber sales
listed.

 

A Tree’s best life is when it’s upright, green, and growing.
When that life is over, give it a 2nd life.

As a forest product.
Kim Slezak, Forest Products Specialist

kslezak2@unl.edu 402-429-6931

https://woodcentral.com.au/us-army-timber-shelters-built-to-withstand-250-year-earthquakes/
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