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Industry Thoughts/Quotes: 

News and quotes about the industry and utilization... Excerpts from the articles that caught my eye and
if indicate a common theme I'll recap below. [Words in square brackets are summaries of adjacent text
or background info]. (Links are provided should you want to read the entire thing.)

NEW TIMBER BUYER, PROCESSOR, CONTRACTOR AND MAKER LIST OPPORTUNITY.
Add your business with details on what you buy or what you process, or both! Contractors, sawmills,
loggers, builders – anyone involved in forest and range management and potential merchantable
material.
So many businesses on the old list no longer had working phone numbers or that were no longer
around, that we decided to just start from scratch.
The resulting list will be linked to a map for ease of Nebraskans to find someone local to harvest their
trees and make something from them. When you enter your information you can stipulate how far you



will travel from your base location for jobs.
Here’s the directory.
Here’s the form to add your business.

FIA and Wood basket estimates
Ever wonder how many trees and therefore amount of wood exists in an area? Of course the
landowners are the ones that can make it available. I spent a few days at the end of February with
members of the Northeast-Midwest State Foresters Association FIA Committee.

Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) is a congressionally mandated program for consistent and credible
information on the status of all forests in the United States regardless of ownership.  It’s current as
some of all of the permanent plots in each state are visited each year, with most states in our area on a
7 year cycle, meaning the oldest data will only be 7 years. Rolling averages and totals are reported for
any given state’s report.

One of the many repeated uses of the FIA data at the state level, was a wood basket analysis. One use
of a wood basket analysis is for industry planning. If someone was looking for a location to put in a
sawmill, shavings plant, post and pole company or other facility to process and utilize forest removals
and has one or two options for locations, we run a query against the FIA data with a specific radius
around each point and get an estimate of all biomass, all sawlogs, one species, or combination of
factors for each point. Comparisons can then be made for which may hold more feedstock for the
enterprise. But remember the estimate is the total amount of x or y, and the amount available is based
on the owners of the potential feedstock.

Contact Kim if you would like a wood basket analysis.

Another item of interest from FIA is Urban Wood.
Dan Buckler gave a presentation on how FIA is moving to cover urban forests. Did you know that there
are 14.5 million tons of urban wood removed each year​, which is more than total annual removals from
NFS lands​. It is spurring lots of interest in Urban Wood Flows​ from Generators to Processors to
Producers​ to Users of the end product.

 

BTW: Someone told me today that they used to get Timber Talk and had not re-signed up since had to
sign up every year.

No longer a thing. I won't purge the list . If your email bounces multiple times I will remove it.
Please share with other businesses or individuals interested in working with forest products or forest

management.

Utilization Events and Resources

 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/92e5fe79326b4a618218246853bf4079/
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/1e10cae543f24abba4ea141edbe1ee7e


Building up

We are working on Forestry Contractor/Industry Workshops

TOOLS

 The Sawmill Badger - Hardwood Sawmill
Analysis Tool is brought to you by the Wood Products Program,
University of Wisconsin-Madison Division of Extension; the Forest
Products Services Team, Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources; US Forest Service;  Northeast Midwest State Forester's
Alliance and Northeast Forests, LLC.
The app should be used for informational purposes and provides no
guarantee of financial success.
Can be used on desktop, tablet or phone browser.
Table or phone: To install, simply save the mobile website to your
home screen..
LINK

 
LORCAT: A Log Recovery Analysis Tool for Hardwood Sawmill
Efficiency
“The LOg ReCovery Analysis Tool (LORCAT) was developed to
enable researchers and mill personnel to examine the impact and
relationships among various factors that influence hardwood mill

https://ssccust1.spreadsheethosting.com/1/ba/df16fb5171390d/MillsApp%20Architecture%20Round%2012/MillsApp%20Architecture%20Round%2012.htm


recovery. LORCAT is a spreadsheet-based tool that was developed
for use with the Microsoft Excel® or LibreOffice® spreadsheet
applications”
Download it here. Microsoft Excell or Open Office/LibreOffice

BIOCHAR FROM HANDPILES! No equipment needed, though a hand rake is a good idea. USFS just publised a
how-to document:

https://www.fs.usda.gov/research/rmrs/understory/making-biochar-hand-built-piles

BIOCHAR SAMPLES (still) WANTED  (from an email recieved)
The following is a joint message from the US Biochar Initiative and the USDA Agricultural Research Service and
National Resources Conservation Service teams about expanding the Biochar Atlas project to support US
producers and distributors.

Hello,
 
The US Biochar Initiative and USDA Agricultural Research Service (ARS) seek your assistance to help build a
stronger biochar industry. We request samples of your biochar that will be analyzed by USDA ARS scientists
according to International Biochar Initiative testing protocols. Results from these analyses would be provided to you
and then may be incorporated into the national Biochar Atlas tool which is currently under development. 
 
Your participation in this process will:

Help grow awareness of biochar among agricultural producers
Support development of the Biochar Atlas, a biochar decision-support tool
Help improve biochar laboratory analysis methods
Provide you with FREE biochar analytical data completed by USDA ARS

We encourage interested US producers to contact Rachel Basheieri, Biological Science Technician at USDA ARS,
to arrange sample shipments: rachel.baschieri@usda.gov or +1 (541) 738-4168. 

About the Biochar Atlas

The Biochar Atlas is an online biochar decision support tool being developed by USDA Agricultural Research
Service (ARS) to expand information access about biochar and biochar producers to US agricultural producers.

The website for this tool is currently under development, but it will be modeled on the existing Pacific Northwest
Biochar Atlas. The Biochar Atlas is an on-going collaboration between the USDA ARS, and the US Biochar

Initiative, American Farmland Trust, Oregon State University and Washington State University.

History of the Biochar Atlas

The project began as the regional Pacific Northwest Biochar Atlas decision support tool for growers applying
biochar. The National Resource Conservation Service is funding the expansion of the Atlas to support

implementation of NRCS Practice Standard 336 which provides cost share to apply biochar as a soil amendment
to increase soil carbon content.

USBI, in collaboration with our ARS partners are now working to expand the Biochar Atlas to support the entire
United States focusing on the effectiveness of different biochars for meeting site-specific crop and soil needs. The
tool is designed to guide growers to regional biochar producers who can supply effective biochars. Participation in

this tool may help drive revenue as part of your go-to-market strategy.
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Your Help is Critical

To grow the Biochar Atlas we are requesting physical biochar samples from all biochar producers across the United
States creating biochars from a range of feedstocks using different production technologies. (This program is only

available for biochar produced in the US and qualified territories.)

For each raw biochar sample, USDA ARS laboratory technicians will conduct physiochemical analysis to classify
the product according to the International Biochar Initiative (IBI) Classification System which includes carbon
storage value, fertilizer value, liming value, and particle size distribution, and other parameters in the table image

below.

The results of these sample analyses are not intended to be directly applicable toward USDA or IBI certification.
Instead, these analyses will be conducted to include product data in our database and for making biochar

product/application recommendations to users of the Biochar Atlas, and to provide data to US biochar suppliers. At
this time, we are requesting physical samples, and authorization to analyze those samples according to the

methods listed below. Before any sample analysis data is incorporated into the Biochar Atlas website we will
request further authorization from you.

There is no fee to participate in this program beyond the cost of sample shipping. The laboratory analysis of your
biochar is free and results will be provided to you. Additionally, we offer a free consultation to discuss

analysis/classification results with you, and no data will be included in the Biochar Atlas tool without future
authorization from you.

Sample collection instructions and delivery details found here:
http://www.pnwbiochar.org/home/submit_sample/

Do not delay! Join in this opportunity now. Contact Rachel Baschieri, +1 (541) 738-4168, to arrange sample
delivery for inclusion in this important Biochar Atlas program.

We appreciate your participation and look forward to building the biochar industry in the US with your assistance.

Different Products – New Markets

Ever have an idea for a wood product you haven’t seen in production? Let’s chat about it. Give Kim a
call/email!

Some say less than 35% of urban tree removals can be utilized. I say it all depends on what the end
product will be. You won’t build a house entirely from urban wood more due to building codes and the
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need for graded lumber. And there are circumstances where urban lumber could be graded, but it is
costly. However, urban wood can fill other niches. Perhaps trim in one room, built in shelves in another,
stair treads, banisters, bay window seat, kitchen table and other furniture. Sky’s the limit.
And if it was a tree planted by a grandparent and it must come down before it falls on the house for
example. Many items could be crafted from that family tree for members of the family tree.
In the broad sense of “urban wood” it could be any tree not specifically grown to be specifically
harvested for lumber. Whether it’s in the middle of Omaha in a park or yard, or in Utica, or your
farmyard. It can be utilized. Is a windbreak or shelterbelt coming down for a pivot to go up? Utilize the
trees.

Looking to netwrok? Help each other with ideas? We don't need to recreate the wheel. There are enough removals to grow the
wood utilization space with more creators, more processors, more loggers....

The "Wood is Good" File



Timber Sales

We are developing a webpage that would have sales and where hazardous fuels / forest stand
improvement projects are occurring to facilitate the utilization of all material being removed from our
forests. This would allow anyone with 1 tree to hundreds of acres to get the word out. Please email or
call Kim to share your input on this effort. Timber Talk would continue to have formal timber sales listed.

 

 

A Tree’s best life is when it’s upright, green, and growing.
When that life is over, give it a 2nd life.

As a forest product.
Kim Slezak, Forest Products Specialist

kslezak2@unl.edu 402-429-6931
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